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fumbai, Nov. 22: The Apello
roup is betting big on digial
sovies. L1 18 planning 1o s up
¥ largest chain of digital the
ires in the world by 2007 in
1dia

Apollo International’s arm
FO Moviez will se up the
T e

T plan is toset up a0 dig
al cinema halls by mid 2006
L an imvestment of Rs 80 crore
rid then scale it up to 2000  he
tresat acost af Hs 300 crop

UPOMoviez s adivision of
aluable Media Pvt Lad, which
a subsidiary of Apalbo |nter
ational Lid. Apollo is the un
sted company in the group

The technology, bilsd as
' next gread leap in flm dis-
1ution and exhibition. de
vers digitally mastered

-

movie images through satel
|ite directly to cinema halls. |t
will faciitate & widespread re
tease of any ({m without any
addftional ens! in prints

Cinema halls, however,
have to possess o 2atellite dish
0 receve the movie and adig
al projector toscreen it lcan
also comvert a movie from the
current optical prints or the
andlog format inio a digilal
for md af 2 cost ol Rs | Lakh

The lechnology isexpectad
to remowe cruclal drowbacks
associated with the current
lorm of screening movies 1n
Lhesatres

Wwhile the traditional cine
Ma Projecion requine bl rev.
tifiers that consumes huge
eleciricuy, digial cinema
saved close o 40000 Kva of
electricity annually, sald UFOQ
Moviez olllcials

Moreover, due to the high
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Apollo group chairman and MD Onkar 5. Ranwar

iright) with Bollywood director Yash Chopra in
Mumbal on Taesdiay ( Fotocomi

eost of optical prints o Bs
o0 D00E0.000 per primt, distrb
(Mors and prociurers rarely re
lease a film in more than 100
cinemasd simultansously

As a result, distributors

delay releasing [ms in Band
C class cities, by which time
plracy takes away 50 per cent
of the market

Digital cinema will sojve
thess problems as it can relay
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A movie in as many as 200
halis, offlciaks added

Raaja Kanwar, managis
director of Apollo Intern
tional, said while the size
the Indian [1m {nduostry as
percentage of the country
CIP &5 put at 06T per cent, i
expected to grow al a roby
rate of 18 per cent annual
over the next [ive vears Tl
share of organised product
haittses Will cross 55 per o
ITom the present 20 per el

Speaking 0 The Tel
graph, Kanwar said the ve
ure has succeeded 0 inir
ducing the concept to many
the industry and has installi
maore than 100 digital theain
in the country in the first in
months of s operalion

The company has receiv
business enquiries from E
rope, Russia, Mauritius, US
and the Far Eazt, he added




