If you are not one
of those heading to
South Africato
watch IPL matches,
then you could go
to the closest
multiplex to cheer

your team, For this,
the stakeholders
need to strike a
deal benefical

to all, says

Nandini
Raghavendra

suburh Versova decided 1o screen the T20

World Cup final between Indis and Pakisaan
The logustics were all worked out in jua 48 hourns.
Thiis involved hirlng 2 profecior and prizing the sup-
pon of the local cable network.

Devang Sampat, sendor vice-president, Cinemas
decided 10 devote four of his sy screems — two ol
these werr the high-end Red Lounge ones. The iotal
capacity was 1,000 seats. It was -miinr ir{hul

and. in the process. two

Cirhank and Prov n.mrd Mahanhh
300 a srat, he acood Rs 5 lakh o his liery afver
three hours. Of course the price came with Lhe incen-
tive of unlimibed beer. "Thin was a one-off thing and
was atier all an India- Pakdstan final The respormse was
®aound 10 be pood, * wys Sarmpat candidly.

With the IFL2 now shifting to South Alrica, the the-
atres offer the nexi best option ko a lve experience
Muhuu#hmmnummdu
e wibutoes and theatrey — all this (oemes w ith grest
viewing experience for the cricket lans. The [PL had
srecogniscd this and put in a tender for the wume

The muitiplex realise the potential thas
can be apped. Now. with croumstances putting the
whle game o a span. the List date for submibring
“=the wender was exiended froin March 16 by two
weeki. The initlal reaction from industry, both the
adverusing and film industries, for these nights was

with names like UTV. Eres, UFOD, PVR,
Grourp M and WSG all heard 1o be in the fray.

Yery soon, modt kost inlerest, One of the maidn rea-

sons oould be the sum that had 1o be paid a3 ming-

T"l"l"ﬂ years ago, a moliplex i Mumbai’s hip

mum guaranies 0 [FL worked oul 1o be uneoo-
nomical with talks of righes being given only for a
year making it even more unwviable. Frgures being
quoted for the same ranged between Ra 25-50 croee

PLEX MUSCLE

Lncia’s multiplexes woday have 830 scregms across
frve 1o sox big players. I is an industry, which s em-
brotied in o revenue shanng bande with the produc-
ers’ lraternity. In all Hkelthood. this bantle kooka like
it b5 heading towards the strilke call which the pro-
ducers had threatened sarting Apall 3 - simply pat,
ni> riew fllm can be released.

There s a lot a1 stake. In Iht;t;th.ntmahhy
Kumar stamer £/ 0 Tanveer 10 Mukesh Bhan's Jegkn
and Yash Raj's New Ferk, fndoon Fileg Shoriwt bned
up for redease over the next 4-6 weeka, In lacy t the
strike does take place. around Rs 500 crore Is what
ﬂbmuﬁrﬂuuﬂﬂumhhm

L afe up apan AT OppDr ity bow
for the exhibinors.

In the eventuality of this soenario, the IPL comes
& 4 lde-saver. Amitabh Vardhan, CEO of PYR which
has around 108 screeni, thinks it 1oo cardy to rule
out & troce. But be maintalos that the IPL s a great
business opportunity, “We wan to show
the matchies but we ane not sure ot what cost or how
many wreens we can dedicate or how muoch de-
rmand [PL2 will genevate. With the matches having 2
three-hour durathon. the tickets should be priced o
close 1o the movie tickel prices as possthle. Every
player is going 1o look a1 optimisstion.” sayy Vard-
han whd adds that thete every location wall offer ity

" A

own pricing as will every match. He adds that they
are fully prepared with 2K digital in many screens
while the rest can be litted with prosecion.

The demanad, acooeding 1o the cx hibithon indus-
try. willl be 1o a point where 400 of the 850 screers
can e used. This is when the maiches gamer a
$0% occupancy or 250 seats per screen, viabdliy
should be

Sampat seemns 10 have worked it all our Of his 75
screeni he says 23 b the maxdmum he would devole
10 Lhe IPL and over the 45 dayw he would expec an
average of 30-33% ocoupancy. “Wie are very exdited
aboul it as the game has moved out of India and we
offer a labulous experience as diose 10 the stadiam s
possible. However we do need at keast 15 days for

narketing and getting corporate booldngs

projecion can be fitled in two .

For Sanjay Gatkwad, founderand managing di-
recior, UPO Movier that hay 1400 soreens acroas
&00 et and towne, there s 2 huge opportunity.
“We are lolly equi with the bewt digital projec-
tors and can give the best experience due 1o our
technology. The eveni can eXjecl 10 gencTale anav-
erage et proe of anywhere between B 40-80 lor
sure,” said Gallowad.

Clearly, there s money o be made here lor every-
one and with stadium revenue lost, every stream of
revenue needs o be optimised. While Lalits Mod
and the Sundar Raman it in Sooth Alnca working
ot the logistios of the IPL scheduled 10 begin in Jes
than three weeks, the dnema halls are walting 10
hear the ories of the aricket lans.

WITH INPUTS FROM LEENA MULCHANDANI
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The race over?

Meda buyng agency Group M has
bagged the nghts 1o show IPL-2 in Gne-
mas, said three film and sports ndustry
welerans, requesting anommity.

While Group M faced tough competition
wnatially from a field that nduded some
lrpe players from the advertrung and
i indusiries such as UTV, Eros, UFD,
PVR and WSC, most of these firms opled
out of the race due 10 unknown reasons.
The agency 55 sud 10 have oflered a mine-
murm guaraniee i the range of Rs 15-18
crore. The fnal revenue shanng deals
wath the eubior wall be worked out by
Croup M.

IPL chiel executive Sunder Raman was
nol avadable for comment. IPL websie
sy the submissaon date for the tender,
which was 10 have been announced on
March 16, was postponed by two weels.
Viram Saldwga, Crouphl's South Asa
CED, abso refused 1o confirm the news,
saying, “The IPL theatrical rights present
an inkevestng opportunty ”




