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UFO Moviez forges ahead
in digitisation drive

It hopes to cover 2,000 screens by
the end of 2008

Pritha Mitra Dasgupta
Mumbal

Well, before you think “digital cinema™ s soms
e form of Mm, wait Tt is just a technelogy that
ensures better quality of clnema and makes (e
whole chain of distribution of movies a very
shorl ome.

United Film Organtzers (UFD Moviez), one of
the plonsers in digital cinema network launched
by Valuable Media Pyt Lid (an Apollo Internation-
al subsidiary), Is a part of Group Apollos medis

initiative and was launched by 05 Kanwar, chair-
man and managing director, Group Apollo, and
Yagh Chopra, it Mevem e 2005,

Ranja Kanwar, vice-chairman and directon
UFD Moviez, said: “Till date we have digitised
aroarrd 250 movie theatres in B, B+ and A towmns In
siates including West Bengal, Maharashira, Gu-
jarat, Chhattizgarh and Rajasthan.

*Exhibitors can ask the company to install a hi-
end digital projector and satellite antenna. The
movie is iransmited in the theaioe via satellite.
Hughes Network Systems is the provider of band-
width and they have a hub Gurgaon,” he adds,

The entire technical package, which is planted
in the theatres, cosis about Ba 15 lakh per scrsn.
which is taken care off by UFO Moviez

Also, the company charges a service fees firom
the exhibitor, distribiior and the > T L P
show basis. The benefits of using this technology
inchudes reduction in print cest, wide release of the
film even in the remote cormers of the couniry,
durability of the media, reduction in plracy and so
o [t can also pramode nbche cinema and region.
specific fms and has lower breakiven points.

For the producers, a wide release of the film en-
sures sarly recovery of money, for distrilaitors
parly recovery of investments in copyright print
and publicity. For exhibitors, this will decréase ex-
penses on account of runming cost of theatres.

Recently, UPD Moviez has bought 51% stake in
the subsidiary company of DGIL Technologies
Pvt Lad, which has the patent rights to all the dig-
ftal software. With this UPO Moviez now plans to
vanture out in all the markets worldwide inchad-
ing Europe, Asia, and Alrica,




