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releasing movies
In Assam, Bihar

OUR CORRESPONDENT | MunmBal

he Indian entertainment
industry is passing through
a revolution, said [ilm-

maker Yash Chopra. He was refer-
ring to the recent launch of digital
cinema in the couniry that 15
expecied o curb pircy and offer
producers the ability to release
films in more than 100 cinemas
simultaneously. His movie, Veer
Zaara, had lost crores of rupees in
revenue due to piracy.

Chopra added that the Indian
movie indusiry was nol lapping
into its true potential due o the
lack of theatres and cost of releas-
inb movies across the country.

“Looking back, the days when
revenues from the music of a film
alone was enough to salvage hilm-
making costs are over. If 95 per
cent ol the Indian hlms don't
make money then  why make
movies,” added the veteran film-
maker.

Even though the govemment has
passed anti-piracy laws, Mr
{"hup[.a feels that the laws only
remain on paper and have not been
implemented.

“"More than 3,000 prnts of
maovie are released on the opening
day in the US. Our lilms are
released in the B and C centres
only alter lour or [ive months. By
this time, the movie prinis are
damaged and piracy has taken
over,” lamented Mr Chopra.
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Yash Chopra speaking about digital
cingma

digital prints in B and C centres
via satellite.

“Movies like Saloam Namaste
will do business in major metros
rather than n B and C cenlres.
Digital cinema should be intro-
duced in A class centres [irst,
because even il vou show movies
[ree of cost in non-metro centres,
nobody will come. Young film-
makers would not like 10 run
movies in places like Assam,
Bihar and Orissa as they don’
Eenerate :'||I.11|:_:i': revenue
Remember, movies run only lor
the hirst four weeks and make no
money after a month. Today we
neéed L0 recover our cosls in the
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