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Bollywood Changing: 40 Per Cent Of The Revenue Grossed By Recent Hits Has Come From Digital Theatres

Rbeena Byer | Tew

Mumbai: Digital cinemas has fi-
rally arrived in Bollywodd

The technologrien] revnkation has
also broaght in a revolution in the
way Mims are disariboted and &x-
hibited in Bollywood snd newhere
is this ahift — away fram the ald
theatrrs mnd old techndalory — more
viaible than in the collection fig-
ures. Bollyeood hat carned 50 per
cend of its revenoe from these dig-
ital screens between March 2007
and Adgset 208,

The number of prints of recent
hits that has been releatsd in the
digital theatres — over and sbove
the prints released kn non-digical
format - mmmwmm

The trend remained the same
for the ol Bl reladies [ Love
Story-2060 and Weloome; the fimt
released in X0 and the latier in X3

indusiry h--lluhl-'miru Thu-ldu
ital releases are over and above the
mareratl ot off non-A3a] rebaies
and give collections & huape booat
Maorey plays a large rode in Bal-
bywood s migermeess to rebmase (ilms
on multiple (digital) screens. Trade
s Amod Mehra explained: “Pro

ducers today are keen on releasing
their film in the digital format with
a pan-Indis release becauses they

can ciesh in on the indtial hype The o

digital format is advantageous fo
the producers and distribators as
they are sometimes able (o Pecov-
o7 the cout in the first weelk itaelf,
irrespective of how the film Gares
later, Singh s Kingg. for instance,
has earned something o the tune
of Bs 52.5 crore in the flrst week-
emd itsellt and 40 per cent of this
revenisd has come from the 415

ital thentres.”

Digital cinema also helped Om
Shantl Om earn Rs 48 crone oves
the first weekend. And Welooms
earnid Rs 4 crore over the ame’
period when if was released

Trade insiders say the biggesd
grossors of 2007, like Heyy Balyy
050 and Weloome, managed thekr

¥ numbers bocatise of the anyield-

ing advaniage that digital cinemas

gave,
Being able to releass in aroand ™

300 theatres in A, B and C cenilnes
simultansously along with the X
number of non-digital prints g
them an unbeatable lead. Heyy
Baby, like O30 and Welcome, re-
loased in 340 digital theatres

Siddharth Roy Kapur of UTY
agreed that the digital cinema had
proved (o be a boon fior the film in-
dustry “Ii has other sdvantages.”
he sabd.

"By going digital, for instance,
w s on the print cost and sooer ¢

earnings from digital thestres stant
being counied from the first rupes

thal comos throwugh the door.™ he
explained.

Kapur alss sdded that moeat up-
market single theatres had been |
digitalised kneven Band C omires. |
5o they, top, can beam movies on |
the first day just Hies A cenires
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FILMS TAKE DIGITAL ROUTE Getreadyfora

TO HIT JACKPOT

better viewing
experience soon

ldena Iyer | Tew

Mumbal: Thire & & chanoe (hal yoia may soon gel bo see
miie | e way world sees them.

Two thesires in Mumbal, which already have digital
screens, are how planning to updrade their projecion, Bol:
lywood insiders axy they have come bo know that the fwo
halls, which plan to get ik ZK projeciors from sop-natch
manafsctarers ks Chrleliss ar Bares or Saa) are PYR
{abuthiti) and Metro Adlabs {Diabd Talaok And wien that hap-
pena, ihaaa fen halls — along wieh Inox in Goa — will bae
the first b0 Angrodisce this techialasy to Indias viewers
“ine off 2K projeciors will definiiely raise the bar as far
ad d kital for matilng |8 concerned,” o seilor Ballywood
techrician sald ~There will bo o Eiscernible mprovement
It Both prietire and soussd qualisy asd, insheet, will aliow
s bo o movviees the way the West now soes them,  he pdded,
Bl the indsistry s not beaning owands b digital for-

mal only to improve your

pxporinen [mikds tha the f

aire; the reRsdns are on- mm “-’ Ll

tirsly diferent and only PLAYERS

have todo wib commerce | Real el UFO) e e

and corrvendencn, two biig in the cigital
“Lugging around theold | cinema mage

annlog prints i very - (s around S et

comvendent and osts mon- | merss indis U0 has 1390

oY, Eore s (f you hewe o

thaatre someahers 5 Sangll A dlgleal screen strafgiirmay
dioos with this inconvenlence and coet,” n markeiing exec-
e of & bop Bollywood disiribalbon hotise okl TOL “Akd

there are sceptics oven now whe say that the anslog ver-
i Elon is Beller than at loss) the 13K digiial projec-
Bors we Do have,” he addel.

SAn] '] [orged thal peang digital alss helps the
environment; 11 niinimises carban emission,” be
L aakd. But ke advent of 1K digital projecions in ln

il — and their replacing (b 1 JK &iginl projecton

THE TECHMOLOGY THE CONVENIENCE st of the Mg smvvi of 2007 s 2008 b 1y = LY 10408 ths debain, sy Blywood tach
Thet arualog version (called priefts) comes  Resels are bulkier and ocoupy more Hu-l_ﬂﬂmlﬁmm;mm:h“ -:TuI T“““’"“:f'“mu:ﬂd
i et 3l R b e nterpreted by 3 guice: Ehey hur £ be phyacally moved ud

v projector. Cimemas slored on dige  from e Blm shoratery 1s the theatres.

tal format are kept I a OO i s encrypl-  But there i no physical kaggieny involved | Singh 15 Kinng

o Witk & sexret code and played back i e digrtal format and i elminates

hl#ﬂmpmﬂw the ool of maling prints.
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group, w n iz wesbern Indis_ said:

B ke gl My i the eovinontal diroetive mtipted atres in Inella ase i talk with Christies and other contem:
e o e o4 plhekmrn Ly pluats - e verticsl drection B e e e it S oot B e s e
| ':::'“:"l“""a“ '"'_’";'m“‘”ﬂl- mﬂum-mzlwhpmmﬁ.lmummm
i spacsficataon restiuten of 2048 pizsls mftipled 82K, projector, it pashes the capital cost up.”
RESOLUTION s determined by pluels by 1080 pluels —




